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NEW LAKELAND OFFICE OPENS IN JANUARY 2014
We are excited to announce the opening of our company’s 9th office in 

Florida. The office located at 609 Mid Florida Drive, Suite 4, Lakeland, FL 
33813, is the perfect central location which will allow us to better serve our 
clients within Polk County and surrounding areas. 

ARE YOU READY FOR 2014 PERMITTING CHANGES?
Water use permitting within the South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) may look a lot 

different in 2014, if the latest round of proposed statewide Consumptive Use Permitting Consistency 
(CUPCON) rule revisions go into effect the first part of the year. The new rules would create two 
categories of water use permits, Individual and General, rather than the multiple categories that exist 
currently. 

Under the proposed rules, small uses will be eligible for a General Permit by Rule. These uses include 
single family residential irrigation, short term dewatering of less than 5 MGD with no off-site discharge 
(similar to 90-day No-Notice permit), and closed-loop systems, such as used for pool heating. 

Projects eligible for Noticed General Permits 
include consumptive uses less than 100,000 GPD. 
Uses greater than 100,000 GPD and all dewatering 
projects that do not qualify for the General Permit 
by Rule must obtain an Individual Permit. However, 
the use of selected surface water and groundwater 
sources in designated geographic regions will be 
subject to lower thresholds for use of the Noticed 
General Permit. Withdrawals from the Lake 
Istokpoga and Indian Prairie Creek canal systems, 
Lower East Coast Everglades water bodies, and 

North Palm Beach County/Loxahatchee River Watershed water bodies will require Individual Permits 
for uses of any size. Uses greater than 10,000 GPD from the Lower Tamiami aquifer in coastal southern 
Lee and northern Collier Counties, from the Sandstone aquifer throughout most of Lee and western 
Hendry Counties, and from the Mid-Hawthorn aquifer in most of Lee and northern Collier Counties 
will also fall under the category of an Individual Permit. The existing consumptive use permitting rules classify withdrawals from these sources 
as either Minor (less than 100,000 GPD) or Major General (between 100,000 and 500,000 GPD) permits.

The SFWMD has published revised portions of the Florida Administrative Code, Applicant’s Handbook (FKA Basis of Review), and permit 
application and reporting forms to reflect the rule changes, which can be found on the SFWMD’s web site. Many of the other Water Management 
Districts have done likewise.

The Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) 
began the statewide CUPCON effort in 2011 to 
improve consistency in the Consumptive/Water 
Use Permitting Programs implemented by the 
Water Management Districts. The Department’s 
stated goals include making permitting more 
applicant-friendly and efficient, especially for 
those in multiple districts; promoting equitable 
treatment among applicants; providing consistent 
environmental protection; and incentivizing water 
conservation. 

For more information contact Kim Arnold, P.G. at 239.461.3329 or karnold@johnsoneng.com. 

FURTHERING EDUCATION
At this year’s Florida Gulf Coast 

University President’s Scholarship 
luncheon, one of our development 
design team members, Ryan Scott 
was recognized as the 2012-2013 
recipient of the Johnson Engineering 
Endowed Scholarship. In 2005, 
Johnson Engineering established this 
scholarship to assist FGCU students 
in furthering their education. 

development, over 185,000 acres of pine rockland existed 
along the Miami Rock Ridge. Today only about 1,600 acres 
remain in public ownership outside of Everglades National 
Park, making preservation and management of these areas 
ever more critical. 

These unique communities are designated as critically 
globally imperiled and are home to many endemic species, 
meaning these species do not occur anywhere else in 
the world. Similar to pine rockland habitats, rockland 
hammocks are also designated globally imperiled, and once 
occupied approximately 7% of the rock ridge; today only 
670 acres remain in county preserves. 

The 1,600-acres of pine rockland habitat remaining in 
Miami-Dade County, is composed by hundreds of small 
habitat fragments, of which the average size is only 12.1 acres. 
Therefore, the Seminole Wayside represents a significantly 
sized pine rockland at 27-acres. Previous surveys of the 
park documented 27 rare, threatened, or endangered plant 
species. Federally listed species observed on the property 
include the federally endangered Small’s milkpea, as well 
as federal candidate species the pineland sandmat, and the 
Florida brickell-bush. Of the 27 protected plant species 
documented within the Seminole Wayside, nine species are 
endemic, occurring only in the pine rocklands of Southeast 
Florida and nowhere else on the planet. 

Pine rocklands and associated habitats are fire dependent 
communities. In the absence of fire, these habitats can 
become overgrown choking out many of the unique plants. 
Unfortunately, due to the economic downturn and budget 
cuts the County has had no money for land management 
activities within the park since 2006. As a result, many exotic and native hardwoods have started encroaching on the native areas. The overgrowth 
and central urban location has also resulted in homeless inhabitants, which has in turn caused the surrounding residential community to view 
the park negatively. 

Over the past year and a half, Johnson Engineering has been busy writing grant proposals to help kick start the habitat restoration efforts 
and increase community involvement in the park’s restoration. Early this summer, we were notified that we received a three-year grant through 
the Florida Forest Service’s Endangered and Threatened Plant Conservation Program, in addition to another grant through Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission’s (FWC) Invasive Plant Management Section. The FWC grant will provide a much needed initial invasive 

plant treatment including invasive hardwood removal from the site. We will then be able to maximize the benefits from this grant through 
the Forest Service’s grant, which will allow for maintenance treatments, prescribed burns, and supplemental planting, as well as 

development of educational literature and community outreach events to help increase community support of the park. 
Johnson Engineering will be providing matching contributions for the grant in the form of in-house 

surveying, delineating habitat boundaries to monitor and 
prevent hardwood encroachment, maintenance treatments, and 
hundreds of volunteer hours and grant writing. 

Together with the County, FWC, Forest Service, U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, as well as many other important partners, 
Johnson Engineering is hoping to restore the critically imperiled 

habitat over the next year and turn around community support 
for the Seminole Wayside Park by this time next year. 

For more information contact Sarah Webber at 954.626.0123 
or swebber@johnsoneng.com. 

Small’s milkpea is endemic to the pine 
rocklands of Miami-Dade County.




