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“Your project. Our passion.”
Amendment 4
This November, a new proposed amendment will be on the Florida ballot, Amendment 4, also known the ‘Vote-On-
as 'Home Town Democrqcy’, a misleading name creqted by supporter's to entice the public to fee{ Everything’
empowered to make decisions about what happens in their community. The debate for and against Amendment
this Amendment is fierce, but what exactly is it all about?

For those who aren’t aware of Florida’s approach .
to growth management, each Florida community Goodland Boatmg
has a comprehensive plan, which is a guide a Park Launch
community follows allowing them to anticipate
and handle future growth and development.

Florida statutes allow each community to amend

its comprehensive plan once or twice a year to ensure they are consistent with the long term goals, How Dirty is Our
objectives, and policies of the community. Small scale revisions, however, can be made at anytime Roadway Runoff?
throughout the year, if the requested change is found consistent with the goals of the comprehensive

plan or in order to meet any changes mandated by the State.

For every amendment, government employees evaluate the amendment and recommend approval or Supporting
denial, then local planning agencies hold public meetings where all community members, whether Sustainable
registered voters or not, may voice their opinion, and finally the elected representatives on local Initiatives
Commissions or Councils hold public meetings to hear public input, weigh all variables and vote
whether or not to proceed with the change.

Amendment 4 stems from special interest groups who want to control growth in their community by
mandating any proposed change to the local comprehensive plan be decided by popular vote. Adopting FDOT Prequaliﬁed
this amendment would mean that before our local government could adopt any proposed change to the Brldge Inspectors

comprehensive plan, each change would first have to be approved by the voters.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

e | FUTURE LAND s PEOPLE & PROJECTS: ON THE MOVE

| 5‘3
Fiws 83
g2
T
56
a3
R 3 81
Io §-
- a%';‘é l. L oSN 7/ 4
Steve Shaw, P.E. Boston Red Sox Baseball Training Facility
branch manager for Johnson Engineering’s team of professionals
the Land O’Lakes has completed the site permitting and design
office, has earned his for the new Boston Red Sox baseball training
Masters in Business facility. The training facility, located off Daniels

Administration (MBA), = Parkway in Fort Myers, has broken ground and
from the University of | is slated to open in February, 2012.
South Florida.
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This control over what happens in your community sounds, well...
empowering...however as the amendment is currently written, it would
entail conducting elections for each city and county government to
gain voter approval for every single proposed comprehensive plan
change. This would be required not just for major projects, but
for minor technical details too - potentially requiring hundreds of
separate voting items on a single ballot. These elections would not
only burden our time, but would waste millions of taxpayer’s hard
earned money, which would be better spent on other community
needs.

This new procedure would
cripple the existing planning

process and compromise efforts

GET THE FACTS OUT

. . . b
to maintain the community s WELP SUPPORT US

budget documents and maps IVITE OTHERS

as required by state law. Other WHO'S AGATNST 4

unintended consequences are ELECTION CENTER

. D
the cost and time that would s

impairimprovements of airports,
hospitals, police stations, fire stations and schools. Our communities
would be moving backwards economically; driving people, jobs and
money to other states, all while increasing our property taxes and
making it more expensive to live in Florida. If this amendment is
passed, it will have extremely negative consequences for nearly every
Florida business and government entity. Fewer jobs here in Florida
means less work; less work means more layoffs and a severe effect on

each one of us.

Today there are companies who want to move to our area and
create hundreds of jobs for people in our community, but they
are waiting until after November to move forward, in fear that
Amendment 4 will pass. If it does, they will take their business to
another state. Business owners are scared of the excessive time,
cost and uncertainties passing this amendment would create. They
would have to advertise, campaign, and wait for Election Day for any
decisions to be made to move forward on their project. This is too
much risk, a waste of time and money and would encourage them
to take their business anywhere but to Florida. We can learn from
failure of the three year pilot implementation of this Amendment
in St. Pete Beach Florida, where the community lost numerous jobs

due to the stagnated economy. One time supporters, who were lured
in and sold on getting their say on growth, now oppose the measure
after seeing their community nearly go under, as no growth caused a
weak economy, fewer jobs and higher taxes.

As Americans, we have the power to vote for leaders to represent
us and make decisions on our behalf. We have educated professional
land planners, traffic engineers, environmental engineers and
government staff working for us every day, studying and analyzing
how one simple local change can impact the equilibrium of regional
and state long term goals. Are the people in our community willing
to fund these costly elections, then wait in lines and possibly spend
hours at the polls voting on potentially hundreds of individual issues!
Do they realistically have the time to sift through hundreds of pages
of legal and technical studies to fully educate themselves and vote
accurately on numerous proposed comprehensive plan changes
for their community! If not, then the decisions approved through
Amendment 4 could be based on misinformation from overzealous
advertising for each proposed change, and misinformed decisions are
not best for our community and future.

Florida’s planning process is not perfect, but the rules are designed
to ensure the checks and balances of issues related to housing,
transportation, land use, recreation, environment, schools and
utilities through multi-agency review and coordination. The rules
also consider protection of private property rights and facilitate
public involvement to build up to informed decisions by our local

elected officials based on facts and established criteria.

We recommend voters read Part II of Florida Statutes Chapter
163 to understand the rules that govern comprehensive planning
in Florida to make an informed decision on Amendment 4. Armed
with this knowledge on the existing rules and understanding of
the unintended consequences of Amendment 4 for businesses, job
losses, and taxpayer expense, the informed voter will vote NO on

Amendment 4 in November. m

THE LAUNCH OF GOODLAND BOATING PARK

The opening of the much anticipated Goodland Boating Park in Collier County is good news for

boaters, residents and businesses alike. Boaters launching from the park will be in close proximity
to the Ten Thousand Islands and Everglades National Park. Residents will have a new green space

to enjoy and businesses are counting on the boat park to help generate more business.

Collier County Parks and Recreation awarded Johnson Engineering the contract to design not
just any public boat ramp, but a complete 4.5 acre community boating park which would involve

design, permitting, and construction management.

Our team of civil engineers, water resources engineers, ecologists, and landscape architects collaborated on ¥
all aspects of the design. Public involvement was extremely important, as the residents of this small waterfront TR
community had concerns they wanted to make sure were addressed. The result is a beautiful park and marina,
including a double boat launch, 28 boat slips, boat docks and fishing pier, in addition to a full service picnic area
with benches and restrooms.

Careful planning helped increase the green space, including the use of grass pavers to allow better stormwater
management and enhance landscaping and aesthetics. Because this is a salt water ramp, the grass parking
needed to consist of salt tolerant turf. Coastal Zone Management and Johnson Engineering worked
together to select the appropriate paspalum turf. This resulted in providing approximately 30%
less impervious area on the site than would otherwise be required to accommodate the
boat parking.

The park was also designed with a pedestrian pathway, benches, picnic pavilion
and other passive recreation opportunities for the visitors of Goodland. The dock
master building was designed to accommodate supplying boaters and residents
with bait and other supplies they would need for a day on the water.

The new boating park is anticipated to contribute to the quality of life for this
Goodland community, bringing in more business to area restaurants and provide
fishing guides with a straight shot out to the Gulf of Mexico. m

HOW DIRTY IS OUR ROADWAY RUNOFF?

Johnson Engineering’s Envitonmental Scientist, Tim Denison, will be presenting

SUPPORTING SUSTAINABLE INITIATIVES

Johnson Engineering supports sustainable initiatives

How Dirty Is Our Roadway Runoff? at the upcoming Florida Stormwater Association’s “‘Vhlch b{'ing elnwrlon?nentaély ff1en(ﬂyl':lbu‘s;nesses and
: : sustainable technologies to Southwest Florida.
2010 Winter Conference scheduled for December 1-3, 2010 at the Hyatt Regency in ©

Tampa, Florida. 2" Annual Green Futures Expo & Energy Options Conference

November 12-13, 2010

nd

Tim will be discussing the results of water

Visit our booth at the 2"! Annual Green Futures Expo

quality stormwater runoff studies that Johnson ¢
on Saturday, November 13 at the Charlotte Harbor

Engineering performed for the Florida Department - . )
Event Center, Port Charlotte, Florida.

of Transportation (FDOT). These studies indicate N ) A
: : : : % The Energy Options Conference on Friday,
that concentrations of nutrients in runoff from - . . .
Soutl Florid i | L L November 12 will bring worldwide representatives
outhwest Ilorida roadways are lower than the from the alternative energy industry, for discussions
estimated values currently used to determine water on the future of the industry, current issues, policies

quality treatment. and market strategies.

Having local roadway runoff data for concentrations of nutrients and other pollutants For more information on this conference visit

www.charlottecountyfl.com GreenFutures.

is important in determining the size of detention ponds needed to treat the runoff.
These ponds and other treatment types are important to the protection of our water

Clean Energy and Sustainable Technologies Expo
October 29, 2010

quality. Sizing these ponds correctly to efficiently treat stormwater runoff, while
conserving land and money, is crucial both environmentally and economically.

Stop by our booth at the Clean Energy and Sustainable
Technologies Expo at the Fort Myers Harborside Event
Center, on October 29. For more information on this
conference visit: www.swflgreen.org/clean-energy-and-

For more information contact Tim Denison at 239461.2458 or tdenison@johnsoneng.com. m

sustainable-technologies-conference-and-ex



Johnson Engineering is now prequalified in Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) work group 10.4 -
Construction Engineering Inspection (CEI) for minor bridges and miscellaneous structures. Johnson Engineering has
provided bridge inspection services to local municipalities and private clients for many years, however this certification
now allows us to inspect bridges under 300’ and miscellaneous structures on State projects. Miscellaneous structures
vary and may include retaining walls, box culverts, pedestrian bridges, major water control structures and more.

Our CEI team has years of structural inspection, hands-on construction experience and is fully CTQP certified.

Providing CEI on bridges complements our existing FDOT prequalified services of roadway design, signing
and paving marking, surveying & mapping, construction engineering inspection, planning, and landscape
architecture, specifically in the following FDOT workgroups:

3.1 - Minor Highway Design

3.2 - Major Highway Design

7.1 - Signing, Pavement Markings and Channelization
8.1 - Control Surveying

8.2 - Design, Right of Way & Construction Surveying
8.4 - Right of Way Mapping

10.1 - Roadway Construction Engineering Inspection
13.6 - Land Planning/Engineering

15 - Landscape Architect

For more information regarding bridge inspection
services, contact James ‘Vee' Lofton at (239) 461-2406

or jlofton@johnsoneng.com. m
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